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voluntary only in name which were demanded from towns and which
tended more and more to their financial ruin, and finally heavy tallages
imposed from time to time on the Italian bankers and the Jews. On the
occasions of the two crusades of St Louis and the Sicilian expedition
of Charles of Anjou, the clergy had to pay very heavy taxes. In all
this there was nothing really new.

Nor was there any essential modification in the methods by which the
royal revenues were collected. The provostship of Paris had, indeed, been
reformed, but this reform did not bear the character which has been
assigned to it by historians up to our day. Relying on references in the
Grander Chroniques de France and in Joinville, it was believed that this
office had been farmed out at the beginning of the reign to various un-
scrupulous bourgeois, who were supposed to have oppressed the population
to the grave detriment of the royal treasury; St Louis, "having," says
Joinville, "learned the whole truth,,., would not allow the provostship of
Paris any longer to be farmed,11 and entrusted it with good pay to an
honest man named Stephen Boileau1, who did justice without bias, and
was so careful that the Treasury's receipts were doubled. In reality the
reform had neither these motives nor these results. Stephen Boileau's
predecessors were prominent and honest merchants. Boileau himself had
at first farmed the provostship. But after about 1265 it is probable that
neither he nor any one else would have accepted the office on these terms,
for it threatened to become ruinous. The revenues indeed remained the
same, while the expenses charged to the provostship were daily increasing.
About this time the king decided that Stephen Boileau should cease to
farm the office and should become a mere agent; the receipts became
increasingly inadequate, but the deficit was henceforth borne by the
Treasury. The population was no less oppressed than heretofore, because,
in order to bring in the various revenues of the demesne within the pro-
vostship of Paris, Stephen Boileau entrusted their collection to numerous
farmers, so that the inconveniences which the former system had imposed
on the subjects were retained3. This is a characteristic example; even in
Paris there was no attempt to suppress the system by which the royal
demesne was exploited, so as to supersede it by a system of direct collection.

Louis IX had many opportunities of adding considerably to his resources
by acquiring new domains. His scrupulous honesty prevented this. The
tale of acquisitions during his reign is quickly told. By the treaty of

1  He was the author of the famous Livre des Metiers (edited by Lespinasse and
Bonnardot, Paris, 1879).

2  Borelli de Serres, Une Ltgende administrative, La Etforme de to Prtobti da Paris
et Etienne Boileau, in Recherches sur divers services publics, Notices relatives au XIIP
siecle. Was there any connexion between this reform (which dated from 1265) and
the appearance (in 1263) of the title of Provost of the Merchants and JSchevins
bestowed on the provost and juris of the Marchands de I'Eau, who henceforth formed
a kind of municipality? Personally, we doubt it  Cf. Georges Huisman, LajwMfa*
tion de la Municipality parisienne de St Louis d Charles 7U, 1912, pp, 20 s<j.
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